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METRO-GNOME MUSIC CONCERT 

Statement 

HON LIZ BEHJAT (North Metropolitan) [10.06 pm]: Now for something completely different. The last two 
speakers have spoken on subjects that are quite serious. I guess one of the beauties of members’ statements is 
that we have the freedom to talk about anything we like during this period. Tonight my statement is not on 
multiculturalism, which, as members know, is one of my favourite themes, but on music, which again is another 
of my favourite themes.  

Members may recall I spoke some time ago about the Black Eyed Peas concert. Last night I went to another 
concert which was probably just as good as the Black Eyed Peas. It was a local concert. It was the Mindarie 
Senior College year 12 originals. It was titled “Metro-Gnome Music Concert: Go Gnome or Go Home”. I 
attended with my son last night as a guest of Janice Sander, the principal of Mindarie Senior College. Members 
would know that Mindarie Senior College became an independent school in the first intake in 2009. It is a multi-
award winning state-of-the-art educational facility for years 11 and 12. The college promotes a young adult ethos 
environment that encourages students to take ownership of their own learning. That is certainly what the students 
at this college are doing. Mindarie Senior College operates under flexible operating hours. Two days of the week 
they work through to 4.30 pm so that on Wednesdays the college can be closed for students to participate in 
vocational education and training or work experience. They have a really great facility there. Last night’s concert 
was outstanding. Years 11 and 12 performed, but I thought the year 12 original compositions were great. This 
forms part of their assessment for what they are studying. As individuals or in small groups they were required to 
compose and record an original song. The song may be written in any style for any number of instruments. There 
certainly was a wide range of styles last night, ranging from ballads through to rock, and it even included death 
metal or, as my son calls it, “screamo”! That was really interesting.  

I want to particularly mention the year 12 students. I will name them because people will need to know these 
names. Sooner or later I am pretty certain a lot of these people will line up for the Australian Recording Industry 
Association awards or Grammys because they have a great future in the music industry. I am so proud that they 
are part of our public school system in this great learning environment. I ask members to bear with me and listen 
closely to these names: Kayla Marks, Georgia Mammarella, Mary Chong, Marl Lorido, Alex Simpson, Matt 
Kelly, David Trethewey, Andy Kelly, Rhys Sutherland, Michaela Pritchard, Amanda Murray, Jacinta Taylor, 
Sean Wood, Hamizan Jumani, Mary Chong, Olivia Louw, Chris Webster, Liam Fretwell, Tyler Ashley, Daniel 
Virgo, Natalie Brooks, Sebastian Cotea, Gert Du Plessis, Mitch Kimber, Sean Farrelly, Luke Breach, Josiah 
Faamasino and Jordan Keehan. They are the year 12 students who performed last night. As I said, they did an 
amazing job. They performed their own compositions, ranging from pieces entitled Drinks on a Splintered 
Bench, Block out the Music, Land of the Dead, Nobody Knows, Where Bridges are Burnt (Truth Reigns), I’m 
Nothing, Lost Contact, Heatwave, For You, Toshiba to Work and That’s It. It really was an enjoyable concert 
that we all attended.  
The year 11s who performed last night also have a great future. They performed cover songs. I will not mention 
all the cover songs but they did perform Plug in Baby, which is sung by my son’s favourite band, Muse. He 
would be horrified if I did not put on Hansard the fact that the year 11s played his favourite song from Muse. 
The year 11 students were: Cindy Coetzee, Jarryd Spagnolo, Jonty Sargent, Hannah Barlow, Lois Allen, Stefan 
McRoberts, Matt Rowe, Mike Kenworthy, Jason Vermaak, Dylan Tomlinson, Joshua Buss, Callum Kemp, Jesse 
Walia, Meldon Schneider, Jake Doyle, Tom McQuillan, Declan McDonald and Yan De La Faye. I must make 
particular mention of their music teacher, Elizabeth Lysons, who is guiding these students along their musical 
path. I believe she was teaching in Fiji and has recently come to the college. I think she teaches 10 musical 
instruments. Not only are these students well on the way to a fantastic career in music but also it is a great 
demonstration of the sorts of schools that we have in Western Australia in the independent public school system, 
doing such a fantastic job with great teachers. The enthusiasm from all the people who were working on the 
concert last night, including those working on the lighting and staging, was outstanding. I suppose I was a little 
flippant when I said it was just as good as the Black Eyed Peas but these events should really be encouraged by 
the community and by all of the parents of the students there last night. We saw how excited they were to 
perform for the families and what a great future they all have. Well done, Mindarie Senior College. I am really 
proud to have that college in my electorate of North Metropolitan Region as I am sure all the other North 
Metropolitan Region members are. If anybody has the opportunity to visit that college, I would certainly 
recommend it.  
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